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                                                PROCEDURAL HISTORY
 
On August 8, 1994, the Board issued its Final Order and Decision in this matter.  The Board in response to 
the County’s enactment of Resolution No. 93-158, found Chelan County had failed to designate and 
conserve agricultural and forest resource lands and had failed to designate and protect critical areas.
 
On January 30, 1995, in response to the County’s enactment of Resolution 94-160, the Board found 
Chelan County in compliance with regard to forest and mineral resource lands.
 
On November 13, 1995 in response to some Petitioners’ Motion for Determination of Invalidity, the Board 
found Chelan County continued to be in non compliance with regard to agricultural resource lands 
designation and conservation as well as critical areas designation and protection, specifically finding that 
sections  4.2, 4.4 and 5.0 of Interim Commercial Agricultural District I-C-A, dealing with permitted uses, 
setback for dwelling units, subdivisions, and lot size reductions were invalid.  The Board also found the 
agricultural resource lands designated under Resolution 93-158 invalid.
 
After being advised by Chelan County that the revision of the Agricultural resource lands regulations 
known as the Interim Commercial Agricultural District had been completed, the Board scheduled a 
compliance hearing for December 3, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. in Wenatchee, Washington to consider the 
agricultural designations and regulations adopted to conserve such resources and whether they comply 
with the Order of this Board and the Growth Management Act. 
 
No briefing or opposition from the Petitioners was received concerning the agricultural regulations.
 
                                                            FINDINGS OF FACT
 
 

1.       In 1993, Chelan County adopted resolution No. 93-158, their first attempt at interim regulations 
and designations for agricultural, forest, mineral and critical areas.  In 1995, the County repealed 
resolution No. 93-158.(No. 95-160)  This was itself later repealed by resolution No. 96-14.

 
2.       Chelan County adopted an extensive public participation procedure for the identification and 
protection of Commercially Significant Agricultural Resource lands.  As a result of that process and the 
action of the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC), the County adopted Resolution No. 97-122 
which amended Resolution No. 93-158, and established revised interim commercial agricultural district 
designations and regulations.

 
3.       Resolution No. 97-122 designated 48,071 acres as agricultural resource lands of long-term 



commercial significance.  This amount is compared to the 26,909 acres designated by the previous 
action of the County, declared invalid by this Hearing Board.

 
4.       Resolution No. 97-122 also established interim agricultural lands regulations regarding setbacks 
for dwelling units, applicability of subdivisions, shortplats or planned developments, lot size reductions 
for existing dwellings and a minimum lot size.

 
DISCUSSION

 
RCW 36.70A.302(1)(b) provides that the Growth Management Hearings Board may determine part or all 
of a comprehensive plan or development regulations are invalid if there is a findings the continued validity 
of such part or parts of the plan or regulation would substantially interfere with the fulfillment of the goals 
of the GMA.  The Eastern Washington Growth Management Hearing Board (EWGMHB) invalidated all 
of the County’s Interim Agricultural District designations and the regulations dealing with permitted uses, 
setbacks for dwelling units, subdivisions, and lot size reductions.
 
By adopting Resolution No. 97-122, the County has substantially increased the acreage designated as 
Agricultural Resource lands.  This resolution further made dramatic changes in the regulations to protect 
and conserve these agricultural lands.
 
The actions of the County are substantial and credible steps along the path of planning for the future and 
preservation of Commercially Significant Agricultural Resource lands.  We applaud their efforts.  These 
provisions no longer substantially interfere with the fulfillment of the goals of the GMA.  In fact, the goals 
of the Act are advanced by the County’s efforts.
 
                                                            CONCLUSION
 
The invalidity of the Interim Agricultural Resource lands designations and Interim Agricultural lands 
regulations is rescinded, effective December 3, 1997. 
 
The Eastern Washington Growth Management Hearings Board finds the Interim Agricultural Resource 
lands designations and Interim Agricultural District regulations are in compliance with the August 8, 1994 
Decision and Order of this Board and the Growth Management Act.
 
This is a final order for purposes of appeal.
 
Pursuant to WAC 242-02-832, a motion for reconsideration may be filed within ten days of service of this 
final decision and order.
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SO ORDERED this 17th day of   December, 1997.
 
                                                                                                            EASTERN WASHINGTON
                                                                                 GROWTH MANAGEMENT HEARINGS BOARD
 
 
                                                                        __________________________________________
                                                                        Dennis A. Dellwo, Presiding Officer
 
                                                                        __________________________________________
                                                                        Judy Wall, Board Member
 
                                                                        __________________________________________
                                                                        D. E. “Skip” Chilberg, Board Member
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