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On August 24, 2000, Respondent requested permission to file a Motion to Dismiss.  On August 
25, 2000, the Board granted the request.  The Motion to Dismiss was filed with the request.
 
On August 30, 2000, Petitioner filed Motion to Strike Respondents Motion to Dismiss as well as 
Memorandum on Motion to Strike Respondents Motion to Dismiss and Response to Respondents 
Motion to Dismiss.
 
On September 6, 2000, the Board held a hearing on the motions by teleconference.   Present for 
the Board were Dennis Dellwo and Skip Chilberg.  The Petitioner Gary Woodmansee and 
Respondent, represented by Stephen Graham, Ferry County Prosecuting Attorney, were also 
present at the hearing.   

1.  MOTION
 
The Respondent County moved this Board for an order dismissing the petition herein.  The 
County contended the Petitioner did not timely file the Petition.  
 
Respondent’s position:  The County presented the Board a copy of a July 17, 1997 
Commissioners’ Resume printed in the Republic News-Miner.  This is the only newspaper in 
Republic. This summarized the County Commissioners’ July 7, 1997 meeting where amendments 
to the Ferry County Comprehensive Plan were adopted.  The summary clearly indicated that the 
Capital Facilities List was amended and in what manner.  The caption “Capital Facilities List 
Amendment” was underlined and a summary followed. 
 
The County also provided the Board with a copy of the March 13, 1997 notice of adoption found 



in the Republic News-Miner.  This summarized the March 3, 1997 adoption of the Capital 
Facilities List with a listing of all the projects, the cost and the year.  The caption “Capital 
Facilities List Adopted” was underlined.
 
The County contends this “publication” is all that is required.  The public is given notice that the 
Comprehensive Plan was amended.
 
Petitioner’s response:  The Petitioner contended that the publishing of the “minutes of the 
Council’s meeting” is not enough.  Legal notice requires something different.  The notice 
required under the GMA should be in a separate section, Legal Notice section, of a newspaper.  
The citizens need to be able to determine that this is the official notice that the 60-day period for 
filing a petition begins.  The Petitioner gave the Board examples of other notices.  These were 
different than those used in 1997 for the amendments adopted at that time.
 
Discussion:  RCW 36.70A.290(b) requires the County to “promptly after adoption…publish a 
notice that it has adopted the comprehensive plan or development regulation, or amendment 
thereto.”  This and other provisions referring to this required publication, does not prescribe the 
manner in which the notice must be provided.  The notice must, however, give notice to 
interested citizens that the comprehensive plan or development regulations, or amendments 
thereto, have been adopted.  This publication marks the beginning of the 60-day period after 
which a petition challenging such adoption cannot be filed. 
 
The reading of the “notice” or “minutes” published by Republic’s only newspaper leaves this 
Board with the belief that a reader would understand that the challenged amendments were 
adopted.  A petition challenging these amendments should have been filed before the passage of 
60 days after such publication.  The Growth Boards must presume that the actions of the County 
to comply with the GMA are valid.  The Petitioner has not overcome this presumption.
 

ORDER
 

1.         Motion to Dismiss is granted for failure to timely file petition.  
2.         Motion to Strike Respondent’s Motion to Dismiss is denied.
 
 
DATED this 8th day of September 2000.
 
                                                                      EASTERN WASHINGTON
                                                                      GROWTH MANAGEMENT HEARINGS 
BOARD          
 



                                                
                                                                        ______________________________________
                                                                        Dennis A. Dellwo, Presiding Officer
 
                                                                        ______________________________________
                                                                        D. E. “Skip” Chilberg, Board Member
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